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Doctor: Boy shot
in face is on long
road to recovery
• Loma Linda University
Medical Center doctor is
optimistic about 14-year-old
Jeremy Elliott. But the youth
faces more surgeries over the
next two years.
By PAMELA FITZSIMMONS
Sur Staff Wrrter
LOMA LINDA — Had the
shotgun blast that hit 14-year-old
Jeremy Elliott been an inch higher or an inch lower. he would be
dead.
Instead. it tore away the left
quarter of his face and he lived.
Four weeks after Jeremy was
shot — allegedly by an 11-vearold girl— his doctor is optimistic.
"Jeremy is recovering nicely." Dr. Douglas Hendricks said
Thursday in a press conference at
Loma Linda University Medical
Center.
Although Jeremy may never
look normal. two surgeries have
restored much of his face and jaw.
-A week ago today he spoke
his first words. ... He is improving daily in terms of cognition
and thinking. He was able to do
some math problems yesterday."
Hendricks said.
The San Bernardino girl is accused of injuring Jeremy and killing Evan Clark. 14. Police said
the two San Bernardino boys
were standing in the front yard of
the girl's North Verdemont home
when she fired her mother's 12gauge shotgun through the living
room window.
The shooting occurred about
4 p.m. July 18. Two 12-year-old
boys, who were friends of the girl.
also were in the yard.
The San Bernardino County
District Attorney's office is considering whether to file murder
and attempted murder charges
against the girl and charges of
negligent storage of a firearm
against her mother.
Hendricks compared Jeremy's injuries to those of Richard
Facciola. the principal at Sacred
Heart School in Redlands who
was shot in the face in January
1995 by a student armed with a
sawed-ofTshotgun
"He had similar surgery but
not quite as severe, and he is very
happy with the result. I expect
Jeremy will end up taking the
same course," Hendricks said.
The youth is expected to be
released from the hospital in
about six weeks and will undergo
more surgeries in the next two
years.
Hendricks has treated more
than a dozen people with major
facial injuries from shotguns.
Many of them self-inflicted by
people attempting suicide.
"Jeremy's is the most significant in terms of missing tissue."
Hendricks said.
A CAT scan of the boy's head
before surgery looks like an exSee BOY/B2

3 families
reel from
shootings
By PAMELA FITZSIMMONS
Sun Staff Wnter
SAN BERNARDINO —
When Evan Clark and Jeremy Elliott were gunned
down on July 18, it devastated three families:
The Clarks, who lost
their son: the Elliotts,
whose son was seriously injured: and Sue MadisonHeaberlin, whose 11-yearold daughter is accused of
shooting the I4-year-old
boys.
-We want to ensure that
someone else's child does
not end up on either end of
a firearm in the future," Jeremy's father. Bruce Elliott.
said
For that reason, he
hopes the District Attorney's office will file charges
in the case
"Parents and guardians
must be held responsible
and accountable for the actions of their minor children," Elliott said Thursday. the first time he has
spoken publicly about the
shooting_
-I cannot comprehend
how a mother could go off to
work and leave an unsecured firearm and highpowered ammunition at
home with two unsupervised minor children. This
is an incident waiting to occur, and it did."
Madison-Heaberlin has
declined to comment. said
Ira Madison. her brother
and an attorney.
Since the shooting. Elliott and his wife have been
spending their days and
nights at Loma Linda University Medical Center.
Only now have they had
time to think about what
could await them in court.
Prosecution of the mother and her daughter could
act as a deterrent to other
needless violence, Elliott
said.
"We feel as a family.
with God's help, we can forgive those who are responsible. But ... we still have to
hold these individuals responsible and accountable
for their actions and neglect."

